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punishing, and exposing crime: but I shall give my
exceptions to it when I come to his story.

At present therefore the world are to be excused
the mistake, if they run into it even with a kind of
general consent, taking the word magic and magi-
cian in the worst sense, understanding them all as
practising the diabolical part of it, viz., a converse
with evil spirits, and a dealing with the Devil; in-
clusive also of all those several classes into which I
have distinguished it before.

Hence perhaps it is, that in our discoursing with
even the most learned men upon this subject, a few,
a very few excepted, it is very hard to bring them
to any notions of a difference between magic and
witchcraft, between a magician and a sorcerer, be-
tween a student in the exalted sciences, a converser
with the intellectual world, and a wretch that has a
familiar, a wizard or necromancer; but they will,
though they may be wrong in it too, have them be
reckoned all in a class, that they are all practitioners
in the diabolical part, and in a word, that they all
deal with the Devil. Indeed the difference is not
easily perceptible, because of the pretences which
the worst of them make to the high illumina-
tion, when they are really acting the vilest part, and
that in the ordinary course of their practice; it is
therefore by the consequences only, that they are to
be known. Witchcraft and sorcery may in one
respect be justly said to be all magic ; but I must
not allow that all magic is witchcraft, as I distin-
guished before between a witch and a wizard. But
seeing it is so hard to know them asunder, and that
the imposture is so great, the best method I can
take is, where history or conversation will supply
materials, to give you as many examples of the
several practices and practisers in these last ages of
the world, as we can meet with, as well for your di-
version as instruction.
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